Hroclamation

HHEREAS, those who choose 1o advocate on behalfof those who canoot represent
themselves are the trucst of public servants; and

HHEREAS, children arc some of our state’s mosl valnerable citizens. Author and Nohel
Prize winner Fearl Buck oncye reminded us that “If eur Amercan way of Life fajls (he
child, il fadls us a1, When children are abused, they cely on comemunity advocates to
make sure that they are naot failed by the system and thal they are provided with adeguate
court, medical, and mental health services: and

HWIIEREAS, Children’s Advocacy Cenlers have boon a part of legislation sinee the
Children’s Advocacy Act of 1989 and

WHEREAS, Children’s Advocacy Centers of IWinois (A0 [), 4 chapter of the National
Children’s Alliance, have been providing support services Wo ahuased children siove 1995,
CALCL s a nelwork of centers that provide comprehensive respanses Lo allegations of
child abuse and they huve become a leading resource on child abuse issues througham the
State of Illinois; and

WHEREAS, Childron’s Advocacy Centers of Dlinois”™ (CACT s) purpose is to pravide
oversight, training, educulion, and legislative suppart o the Children™s Advocacy
Centers throughout Hlingis. Thoy de this through their three guiding principles:
lesdership, education, and ¢ollybomation; and

WHEREAS, Children’s Advouicy Centers provide coorclasation of u multidisciplinary
teamn of interviewsers advocacy for cowt, medical und mental healtl, and forensiv
interviewing in order to elimsnate the need for multiple inferoews ol a child victiom
disclosing abuse. Last wear, Children™s Advocacy Centers interviewed and fcilioied
support for more than 1000000 Jflinois children:, and

HWHEREAS, on Moy 14th, in 2% cities avross the State ot Hlioois, CACT will hold
awareness walks oo behalt of ahused children ancd Children’ s Advocacy Centers
throughout Nlinois:; and

NOW, THEREFORE, [, Tom Hoechst, Mayor of the City of Alwn, Hlinois, do hercby
proclaim May T4, 2011, as

CHAMPIONS FOR CHILDREN DAY

it the City of Allon, lineis, on behalf of children in Alton and theeughaut [linois and in
recognition of the contributions of all Children’s Advocacy Centers in Dlineis.

IN WITWESS WHEREQHK, | have hereunto set my hand and caused the Great Seal of the
City of Altan, Wlinois to be affixed this 26" day of Aprl, 2011,
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